1. Blind Men Steal a Gong 

Kekhu Dialect 

Told by NaA at Me L38, 22 April 1988. (457.1-460.7) 

kiine ma dr ve pove 

now be.so at:U 1s YSib-OSib 
Now, as for my brother 

dr kula ?a si mho kA dr pe ksje ?ibe 

at:U European 3 want hear COM at:U 1p Kayah speak 

as for the European, he wants to hear some of our Kayah speech. 

?a done dy a 1a dr gjao 

3 tell.legends at:U 3 old at:U long.time-SFX 
They tell of times long ago; 

?u mophre 1a bsse khi 

3i old(hum) old(nonhum) face dark 
some old people . . . [they were] blind . . . 

cwa me ?eho kA ?u sijm kA ?u mo 

go look steal COM 31 want.to.get COM 31 gong 

They went looking to steal somebody's — they wanted some- 
body's gong; 
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Part II: Texts 

cwa me ?eho ?ehi kA ?a he 

go look steal steal.CP COM 3 say 

they went seeking to steal and thieve, it's said. 

?a cwa cwa cwa ?e the be kA ?u hi 
3 go go go exploit ascend able COM 31 house 
They went and went and went and managed to get up into some- 
body's house 

the be kA ?u hi ta cwa me ?eho kA nA 

ascend able COM 3i house r0 go look steal COM N0 
They were able to get up into the house, they went looking 
to steal; 

the phja ni be kA ?u mo du 

ascend take get able COM 3i gong big 

they managed to get up and take their big gong, 

le je chm kA lu ?a: 

descend carry.on.shldr confronting COM OBV INT 

and came back down carrying it between them [i.e. suspended 

from a stick with a person shouldering each end]. 

cwa kA HA cwa cwa cwa cwa ja kA la a ?a he ha 
go COM N0 go go go go far COM very NS 3 say N0 
Going together; they went and went a long way, it's said. 
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Blind Men Steal a Gong 

le t9va phe ?u hi ?a: 

move.around curving simply 3i house INT 

[But] they just moved in a circle around the house. 

?a cwa cwa cwa khe no t5 

3 go go go step enter arrive 
They went and went until they stepped 

dr po?a kle dy ?u le si ta kiikhu nA 

at:U mud amidst at:U 31 place.for wash fall hand N0 

into the mud, the place [under the house] where the water falls 

when people wash their hands. 

?a:ifliu ?A tspho ma pe cwa ja nene a cwa to a mu 

INT this one-time be.so 1 p go far really NS go arrive NS at:l 

'Ah! this time we've gone a long way; we've gone all the 
way into 

no khu ?a he kA lu ha 

swamp on 3 say COM each.other N0 
a swampy place,' they said to each other. 

?a: pe do me me ma phra e phra to e ?a he lu 

INT 1p beat look look be.so to.sound QS to.sound NEGQS 3 say each.other 
Ah, 'Let's beat it to see if it makes sound,' they said to each other 
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Part II: Texts 

?a do me kA rA tspho hi bece niho se phe a: 

3 beat look COM R0 one-time house owner hear in.reaction simply 
they beat it once to try it out, and the owner of the house heard 

hi bece Im ta le phja phe se phe lu fa 

house owner chase fall descend take supplanting in.reaction simply OBV r0 
the owner of the house came down after them and took it away 
from them 

?a le dA lu ?ikwa tsphre tspho rA 

3 descend give 30BV stick one-C:hum one-C:bloom r0 
he came down and gave each of them a stick 

?a le mm che lu rA hg tspho rA 

3 descend hit hurt 30BV r0 INT one-time r0 
he went down and struck them once 

?a chete rA ?u mm ?a 

3 suppose.wrongly R0 3i hit 3 

they thought somebody was beating them 

jesi rA ?a phja kA ?ikwa tsphre mm lA mm 

3p r0 3 take COM stick one-C:hum hit each.other hit 
they all took a stick and beat 
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Blind Men Steal a Gong 

ke dm lu ta 

each.other.CP own.accord each.other r0 
each other [each thinking he was defending himself] 

?a mm mm pr tho a va 

3 hit hit finish finish NS r0 
and when they had finished beating 

?a: pD A mm pa lu me ?a che phe ?a he lu 

INT enough NS hit DUR each.other don't 3 hurt simply 3 say each.other 
'Ah! Enough! don't hit [us] any more, it really hurts!' they said 
to each other 

tsphre ?a plwa se lu ta: 

one-C:hum-SH 3 release In.reaction OBV r0 
every one of them put it [stick] down 

tsphre: ?a ka ro se phe lu hu ha 

one-C:hum-SH 3 go.TH many in.reaction simply each.other like N0 
each of them just went home again 

?a todm A ?akl8 thu to 

3 go.untll NS ITS-road long NEG 

that's as far as it [this story] goes, it isn't long 
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